
 

 

Dear friends 

This past year has been a challenging to say the least; the war in Ukraine, the cost of 

living, the Queen’s death, the ongoing Covid virus, the stripping of public services and 

the ongoing financial impact of Brexit, has left many people reeling and feeling the 

impact deeply.  The choice of eat or heat is a real problem so many have had to face.  At 

times you feel so helpless of who to help, particularly when so many of these things 

effect yourself too.  

So many negative stories about it can be hard times to remain positive. Although my 

parents have drummed into me from a young age, the importance of trying to turn 

negative situations into more positive ones.  I thought I'd share my recent journey on 

taking in two Ukrainians to live with us.   

The first thoughts came through when I kept watching the news and became 

increasingly sad and frustrated to see what was taking place on the other side of Europe. 

I felt I must do something.  We linked up with a local organisation who put us in touch 

with two Ukrainians who'd had to flee to Poland.  They arrived with ourselves on the 2nd 

September. At first it was challenging as both the parent and the child didn't speak much 

English.  It could take us 15 minutes to work out what they wanted, such as a cheese 

grater.  We then discovered an app called "Say Hi" which helps with communication 

between the different languages.  

Communication has become easier over time and we find ourselves reaching less for the 

phone and the "say hi" app.  I've loved seeing them settling in and the sound of fun and 

laughter is never far away.  I've also really enjoyed them exploring Manchester and has 

helped me see this wonderful city through fresh eyes.  The child (left names out on 

purpose to protect privacy) has settled in well at school and loves playing with the other 

children, play being a universal language shared by all.  The adult is now seeking work 

as they are an established chef. It has been a wonderful experience thus far and if you 

are thinking of doing something similar please do get in touch.   

The key reason I wanted to share this story is that I've heard so many negative stories 

in the press about situations not working with Ukrainians, but this isn't always the case. 

May each one of you have a wonderful Christmas and may Christ continue to inspire and 

enrich each one of your lives, knowing you are never alone.  Amen. 

Love 

Huw 

Revd Huw Thomas 
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• LATEST NEWS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

St Michael’s Victorian Themed Christmas Fair 

 

St Michael’s Walking Group: 

The walking group's sponsored Christmas walk took place on Wednesday 7th December 

on a cold and frosty but gloriously sunny morning.  Nine members of the walking group 

were joined by several well wrapped under three-year olds and their parents/ 

grandparents from 'The Sprouts' group for a walk that included Dutton's Pond, the Green 

Hill and Church Road. 

Everyone kept warm in their Christmas jumpers and hats.  Revd Huw looked especially 

resplendent in his Dickensian cape and hat. 

Over £300 has been raised so far for church funds, and thanks to all who participated or 

have contributed.  There is still time to make a donation at the following web sites: 

https://wonderful.org/fundraisers/NPKq7 (there are no transactions fees on this site) 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/christmaswalkinggroup  

The next walk will take place on the first Wednesday in February, meeting at the Church 

Croft at 9.30. Why not join us? 

Many thanks for your donations of food and time to Stretford Foodbank and The 

Bread and Butter Thing 

We made two visits to Stretford Foodbank with loads of donated goods from members of 

the congregation.  The food, toiletries, and household goods were all gratefully received.  

Members of St Michael’s congregation have also been volunteering with The Bread and 

Butter Thing, making a difference to communities in Trafford. 

https://wonderful.org/fundraisers/NPKq7
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/christmaswalkinggroup
https://stretford.foodbank.org.uk/
https://www.trafforddirectory.co.uk/kb5/trafford/fsd/service.page?id=0VGZeU-qjpM
https://www.trafforddirectory.co.uk/kb5/trafford/fsd/service.page?id=0VGZeU-qjpM
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Christmas Coffee Morning 

The Christmas coffee morning on Saturday 26th November raised just over £300 for 

church funds.  Many thanks to all that supported the event and especially those that 

helped on the day. 

Church cards for sale 

Please take time to have a look at the cards which are on sale at the back of church. 

Get well, Thinking of you, Sympathy, Devotional and Baptism.  All cards cost £1 and the 

money goes towards church funding. 

 

• ST MICHAEL’S CHURCH CHRISTMAS SERVICES 

17th December, 12-4pm  Victorian Christmas Fair 

18th December, 6pm  Nine Lessons and Carols 

21st December, 8pm   Church Inn Beer and Carols 

24th December, 3pm   Scratch Nativity 

24th December, 10.30pm  Singalong Carols 

24th December, 11.30pm  Midnight Mass 

25th December, 10.15am  Christmas Day Service 

 

• GIVING AND FUNDRAISING 

Please support our beautiful Grade II* listed building and churchyard in a variety of 

ways, as follows. 

Online donations  

Online donations can be me made here: 

www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stmichaelsflix 

https://wonderful.org/charities/1134769 (you can make a donation from your phone’s 

banking app transaction fee free) 

easyfundraising and AmazonSmile 

Thank you all so much, as you have currently:  

• Donated over £3,000 via your online donations 

• Raised over £350 from your online shopping (via easyfundraising and 

AmazonSmile) 

Our top 3 supporters in easyfundraising have raised the following sums for our church: 

1. £117.07 

2. £85.82 

3. £60.60 

 

http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stmichaelsflix
https://wonderful.org/charities/1134769
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Please remember to use easyfundraising every time you shop online! Over 4,000 

shops and sites will donate, so you can raise FREE donations for us no matter what 

you’re buying.  They even have fair trade retailers who work with easyfundraising as 

well.  These donations really help us out, so please sign up if you haven’t yet. It’s easy 

and free! You can get started at 

www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stmichaelsflix/?utm_campaign=raise-

more&utm_medium=email&utm_content=en-n2  

If you want to find out how easyfundraising works, please visit our website page at 

www.stmichaelsflixton.org/easy-fundraising 

If you have an Amazon account, please make your purchases using AmazonSmile 

instead.  It is a website operated by Amazon with the same products, prices, and 

shopping features as Amazon.co.uk.  The difference is that when you shop on 

AmazonSmile, the AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 0.5% of the purchase price of 

eligible products to St Michael's Church.  A full explanation on how you can ‘convert’ 

your existing Amazon account into an AmazonSmile one that supports St Michael’s can 

be found here www.stmichaelsflixton.org/shop  

If you do need to set up an AmazonSmile account please click here to get started 

https://smile.amazon.co.uk/ch/1134769-0  

http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stmichaelsflix/?utm_campaign=raise-more&utm_medium=email&utm_content=en-n2
http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stmichaelsflix/?utm_campaign=raise-more&utm_medium=email&utm_content=en-n2
http://www.stmichaelsflixton.org/easy-fundraising
http://www.stmichaelsflixton.org/shop
https://smile.amazon.co.uk/ch/1134769-0

